The purpose of the present issue of Brain and Cognition is to demonstrate that the strength of neuroscience is in its multidisciplinary approach to understand events. Here we are concerned with the domain of action recognition and production. Seven articles have been selected as representative studies of actions carried out in different areas of neuroscience such as neuropsychology, neurophysiology, and cognitive science. Although each addresses different questions within the field, the articles share a common neuroscientific knowledge, as can be readily gathered from the references cited in each article.
The development of skilled movements is a primary means by which the child gains mastery over the environment (Morris, 1997, p. 245) . Throughout our lives we are constantly reminded of the importance of this ability, and yet little has been done to explain how this domain of cognition is acquired and how it is structured at its end state.
Insight into the organization of voluntary actions may be gained from the study of brain-damaged patients. The term apraxia is usually applied when there is a deficit in the performance of voluntary, well-learned movements that is not due to an afferent disorder, such as deafness or aphasia for auditory command or blindness or agnosia for seen objects, or to an efferent deficit such as paresis or tremor. According to which task(s) patients fail to perform, two main types of limb apraxia can be singled out: Ideational Apraxia (IA)
